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Transmitted herewith is a response to an office action in the subject application. 

□ Applicants claim small entity status of this application under 37 CFR 1 .27. 

□ Petition for Extension of Time 

□ Applicants petition for a one-month extension of time under 37 CFR 1.136, the fee for which is $1 10.00 (enclosed). 

□ Applicants believe that no petition for an extension of time is necessary. However, to the extent that such petition is 
deemed necessary, Applicants hereby petition for a sufficient extension of time to render the present submission 
timely. Please charge Deposit Account No. 12-1216 for the appropriate petition fee. 

3 No additional claim fee is required. 

□ Other: 
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□ Please charge my Deposit Account No. 12-1216 in the amount of $ .A duplicate copy of this sheet is attached. 



□ A check in the amount of $ is attached. 



Kl The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiencies in the following fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 12-1216. A duplicate copy of this sheet is attached. 
[3 Any filing fees under 37 CFR 1 .16 for the presentation of extra claims. 
^ Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17. 
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Dear Sir: 



In response to the species election requirement mailed January 24, 2002, Applicants 
elect the alleged Species I relating to Figure 1 . Claims 1,2,5, and 6 read on that figure. 
Accordingly, at least those claims should be immediately examined. 

While the Examiner stated that no generic claim was presented in the patent 
application, Applicants note that, upon allowance of claim 1 , claims 3 and 4 should be 
rejoined to the prosecution because claim 1 is generic as to those other two claims. 
Likewise, upon allowance of claim 5, claims 7 and 8 should be rejoined to the 
prosecution since claim 5 is generic as to those two dependent claims. 



In re Application of Gotou et al. 
Application Number 09/88 1 ,665 



The purpose of the foregoing comments is to state that, pursuant to 37 CFR 1.141, 
Applicants intend to pursue claims that are not initially examined but for which generic 
claims are examined. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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